
The following is the text of the speech delivered by Peter Willmore  at the 
COSPAR General Assembly in Montreal, Canada, on July 14, 2008, on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of COSPAR.�
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The heliosphere—now and then 
 

1957 

2008 
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Milestones 

1957    Launch of Sputnik 1 
1958    ICSU establishes COSPAR 
1960    First scientific assembly held in Nice 
1982    Assemblies become biennial 
1984-1992    New COSPAR Charter 
1998    ASR becomes a refereed journal 
2004    Bonnet initiates “Reflections” 
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2001 X-ray astronomy                 Chandra, XMM-Newton               INPE, Brazil 
 
2003 X-ray astronomy                 Chandra, XMM-Newton, Astrosat       Udaipur, India 
 
2004 Magnetospheric physics     Cluster,  Double-Star                     Beijing, China 
 
2004 X-ray astronomy                 Chandra, XMM-Newton, SALT   Durban, South Africa  
 
2005 Space Oceanography                         CRTS,  Rabat, Morocco 
 
2007 Solar-Terrestrial Physics     Cluster, PECS programme   Sinaia, Romania 
 
         Planetary Physics                Planetary Data System, Planetary      Montevideo, Uruguay 
                   Science Archive 
 
2008 X-ray Astronomy          Chandra, XMM-Newton, Swift  Alexandria, Egypt 
 
2008 Optical and UV astronomy    Hubble, Fuze   Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
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Unions and Agencies, etc 
IAU    
ICSU 
UN/OOSA 
UNESCO/IOC  
URSI   
Abdus Salam ICTP 
US National Academy of Science 
ESA   
ESAC, ESA  
NASA 
IFREMER  
IRD  Medias France 
ISPRS    
Univ of Plymouth, UK 
UK Met Office   
Univ of Leicester,UK 
MERCATOR OCEAN   
Univ of Groningen, Netherlands 
Univ of Leiden, Netherlands 
MERSEA Project  
  

Host country organisations 
FAPESP, Brazil 
Indian Space Research Organisation 
Physical Research Lab, Ahmedabad 
CSSTEAP, India 
CCSAR, China 
National Research Foundation, RSA 
CRTS, Morocco 
Ministerio del Educacion, Uruguay  
Univers. de la Republica, Montvideo 
Ministry of Science, Egypt 
University of Cairo and CIAS, Egypt, 
Library of Alexandria, Egypt 
ANGKASA, Malaysia 
University of Malaysia 
 

Funding collaborators 
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