The COSPAR Capacity Building Fellowship Program

Introduction

This program is open to young scientists who have been participants at one of the COSPAR Capacity-Building workshops to enable them to build on skills gained at the workshop. It provides for visits of 2-4 weeks duration for the purpose of carrying out joint research to laboratories that collaborate with COSPAR in providing the fellowship program. The group of laboratories participating in the program includes 

European Space Astronomy Centre, Spain,

*NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center, Greenbelt, MD,

NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center and National Space Science & Technology          Center, Huntsville, Ala.
Chandra X-ray Center, Cambridge, MA.

The Open University, Milton Keynes, England.

Space Telescope Science Institute, Baltimore, USA,

Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Bangalore, India 

Physics Department, University of Leicester, UK

Institut für Astronomie und Astrophysik Tübingen, Germany

Osservatorio Astrofisico di Catania, Italy 

Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Madrid, Spain 

International Space Science Institute, Bern, Switzerland,

Institut für Weltraumforschung, Graz, Austria

Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, India

Center for Space Science and Applied Research (CSSAR), CAS, Beijing, China

SRON Netherlands Institute for Space Research, Netherlands

University of Groningen, Groningen, Netherlands

Université de Bordeaux, Gradignan, France

Proposals from additional laboratories wishing to participate in the scheme will be welcomed at any time; see Guidelines for participating laboratories
The areas of research will be broadly restricted to topics that have been covered at a COSPAR Capacity-Building Workshop and applicants must have been a participant in one of these workshops.

A number of fellowships will be available each year.

*Note (April 2009) that security requirements at some NASA centres may in practice restrict the nationalities that can easily be accepted there (see the list of “Designated Countries” at http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/oer/nasaecp/).

The Proposed Research Program

These fellowships are intended to foster research collaborations between scientists in developing countries and those at the receiving laboratories; they are not primarily for training purposes. For this reason the quality of the proposed research will be a important criterion for success in selection.

The program must be presented jointly by the applicant for the fellowship and an identified scientist who has agreed to receive and work with the applicant in their laboratory. The laboratory must be one in the above list that has agreed to participate in this program. Confidence of success in setting up a collaboration which is likely to lead to continuing research by the applicant will be essential for selection. It is of course not in general envisaged that the proposed research will be started and completed within the term of the fellowship.

Conditions of the Fellowship

Normally, the fellowship will cover board and lodging for between 2 and 4 weeks at the host institute, which may be in university student accommodation or its equivalent. When they have been selected, successful applicants will be expected to apply for travel funds in their home country. Some developing-country governments have agreed in principle to support this scheme, and COSPAR will in these cases help applicants to make appropriate contacts. If this is not successful, they will also be able to apply for travel from a COSPAR fund, but this will be restricted to the highest priority applicants. 

Fellows will be required to submit a report on their visit within 6 weeks of their return to their home country.

There is no formal bar to holding these fellowships more than once, though an interval of at least one year between successive occasions will normally apply.

Successful applicants will be responsible for obtaining any necessary visas for their visit to the receiving laboratory.

Applications

Applications can be made using the application form attached below. They can be made annually for visits to take place within the subsequent year, and will normally not be within 3 months of attendance at a workshop.

Further information about the scheme can be obtained from Dr Randall K Smith of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory (rsmith-pcbfp@head.cfa.harvard.edu).
Help and advice in setting up joint programs of research can also be obtained from the following:

	Institution
	Contact (area of interest)
	E-mail

	European Space Astronomy Centre
	Dr Carlos Gabriel
	Carlos.gabriel@sciops.esa.int

	STScI
	Dr. Duccio Macchetto
	macchetto@stsci.edu

	
	Dr. Megan Sosey
	sosey@stsci.edu

	Chandra X-ray Center
	Dr. Randall K Smith
	rsmith-pcbfp@head.cfa.harvard.edu

	NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center
	Dr. Julie McEnery (Gamma-ray astronomy)
	Julie.McEnery@nasa.gov

	NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center and National Space Science & Technology Center
	Dr. Valerie Connaughton (Gamma-ray astronomy)
	valerie@nasa.gov

	University of Leicester
	Dr. Paul O’Brien (X-ray astronomy)
	pto@star.le.ac.uk

	
	Prof Martin Barstow (optical/UV astronomy)
	mab@star.le.ac.uk

	Open University
	Prof John Zarnecki
	j.c.zarnecki@open.ac.uk

	Institut für Astronomie und Astrophysik Tübingen
	Prof Norbert Kappelmann
	kappelmann@astro.uni-tuebingen.de

	Osservatorio Astrofisico di Catania
	Dr Isabella Pagano
	ipa@oact.inaf.it

	Universidad Complutense de Madrid
	Dr Ana Gomez de Castro
	Anai_gomez@mat.ucm.es

	International Space Science Institute
	Prof Rudolf von Steiger
	vsteiger@issibern.ch

	Institut für Weltraumforschung
	Prof Norbert Koemle
	Norbert.Koemle@oeaw.ac.at

	Physical Research Laboratory
	Prof Murty
	murty@prl.res.in

	Center for Space Science and Applied Research
	Prof Wu Ji
	wuji@cssar.ac.cn

	SRON Netherlands Institute for Space Research
	Wim Hermsen
	W.Hermsen@sron.nl

	University of Groningen, Groningen
	Prof Mariano Mendez
	mariano@astro.rug.nl

	Université de Bordeaux, Gradignan, France 
	Prof Benoit Lott
	lott@cenbg.in2p3.fr


Applications will be processed twice each year though they can be made at any time. The processing dates will be 15th September and 15th March. Applications that arrive after these dates will be held to the next round.

Criteria for Selection

Criteria for selection will include:

· The performance of the applicant in the workshop project.

· Evidence for continuing research in the topics of the workshop up to the time of the application.

· The quality of the research program.

· Letters of support from both the applicant’s home institute and the receiving scientist.

· Evidence of a supportive scientific research environment in the applicant’s home institute.

Randall K Smith
COSPAR Panel on Capacity Building Fellowship Program
Form of application for a COSPAR Capacity Building Fellowship Program
Please see above for guidance in filling in this form and information on the fellowship scheme. Further information may be obtained from Dr Randall K Smith of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory (rsmith-pcbfp@head.cfa.harvard.edu).

Help and advice in setting up joint programs of research can also be obtained from the following:
	Institution
	Contact (area of interest)
	E-mail

	European Space Astronomy Centre
	Dr Carlos Gabriel
	Carlos.gabriel@sciops.esa.int

	STScI
	Dr. Duccio Macchetto
	macchetto@stsci.edu

	
	Dr. Megan Sosey
	sosey@stsci.edu

	Chandra X-ray Center
	Dr. Randall K Smith
	rsmith-pcbfp@head.cfa.harvard.edu

	NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center
	Dr. Julie McEnery (Gamma-ray astronomy)
	Julie.McEnery@nasa.gov

	NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center and National Space Science & Technology Center
	Dr. Valerie Connaughton (Gamma-ray astronomy)
	valerie@nasa.gov

	University of Leicester
	Dr. Paul O’Brien (X-ray astronomy)
	pto@star.le.ac.uk

	
	Prof Martin Barstow (optical/UV astronomy)
	mab@star.le.ac.uk

	Open University
	Prof John Zarnecki
	j.c.zarnecki@open.ac.uk

	Institut für Astronomie und Astrophysik Tübingen
	Prof Norbert Kappelmann
	kappelmann@astro.uni-tuebingen.de

	Osservatorio Astrofisico di Catania
	Dr Isabella Pagano
	ipa@oact.inaf.it

	Universidad Complutense de Madrid
	Dr Ana Gomez de Castro
	Anai_gomez@mat.ucm.es

	International Space Science Institute
	Prof Rudolf von Steiger
	vsteiger@issibern.ch

	Institut für Weltraumforschung
	Prof Norbert Koemle
	Norbert.Koemle@oeaw.ac.at

	Physical Research Laboratory
	Prof Murty
	murty@prl.res.in

	Center for Space Science and Applied Research
	Prof Wu Ji
	wuji@cssar.ac.cn

	SRON Netherlands Institute for Space Research
	Wim Hermsen
	W.Hermsen@sron.nl

	University of Groningen, Groningen
	Prof Mariano Mendez
	mariano@astro.rug.nl

	Université de Bordeaux, Gradignan, France 
	Prof Benoit Lott
	lott@cenbg.in2p3.fr


In addition to this form, you must submit a detailed description of your proposed program of research (which should not exceed 5 pages total in length) and a statement from someone in one of the participating laboratories that they are willing to act as your host and collaborator. You must also include a letter from your Head of Department indicating that they are willing to release you for the period of your visit abroad.

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Title: . . . . . .

Status: MSc student [ ] PhD student [ ] PostDoc [ ] Faculty [ ] 

Institute: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


         . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Qualifications:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Email address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Telephone number . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Data of birth . . . . . . . . . .


Gender . . . . . . 

COSPAR Capacity-Building Workshop attended  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Brief description of proposed program of research:

Name, title and position of your collaborator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 







. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name of participating laboratory

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

When do you wish your fellowship to start? Note that it will lapse if you do not take it up within 6 months of this date.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

What was the topic of your project at the Capacity-Building workshop?

Who was your supervisor? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

How have you used what you learned at the workshop since then?

If you have actually made a start on your program of research, what have you achieved thus far?

Are there any other factors you wish to bring to the attention of the selection panel?

Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Date . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .

When completed, please send this form, together with your detailed program of research, your letter from your Head of Department and a statement of acceptance from your intended collaborator, by email to Dr Randall K Smith of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory (rsmith-pcbfp@head.cfa.harvard.edu).
