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Welcome Message from the 

COSPAR President  

Len Fisk 

 

The time has come again to issue the Call for 

Papers for the next COSPAR Scientific 

Assembly, COSPAR-2022, which will be held 

in Athens, Greece on 16-24 July 2022. With 

vaccinations becoming more widespread, much 

of the world is beginning to emerge from the 

debilitating constraints of the pandemic, and by 

July 2022 life for many of us will be back to 

normal. We will celebrate this return to 

normalcy with a primarily in-person Assembly 

in Athens. There will, of course, be an 

opportunity for those who are unable or 

unwilling to travel to participate virtually in the 

scientific program of the in-person Assembly. 

Best of all, COSPAR-2022 will be held in 

Athens, a remarkable city, with its mixture of 

antiquities and modern life, in a remarkable 

country known for its scenery and lifestyle, a 

desirable destination for all. 

The COSPAR Scientific Assemblies are 

essential to our mission of encouraging and 

facilitating international cooperation in space 

research. We share the results of the worldwide 

community of scientists who conduct research 

from and in space. We conduct the business of 

COSPAR; the governing Council of COSPAR 

meets; there are business meetings of the 

Scientific Commissions and Panels. We are 

joined by the leaders of the space agencies from 

around the world that support our research.  

Most important we use our Assemblies to bond 

our community together. To foster collabo-

rations, build trust and understanding. Clearly, 

this is best done at an in-person Assembly, 

which we are most pleased to be able to hold 

again. 

COSPAR 2022 will adhere to the Principles of 

COSPAR. The Assembly will be a forum, open 

to all scientists, and held without impediment 

from geopolitical tensions or differences. The 

presentations will be the result of scientific 

research conducted with the highest ethical 

standards. The Assembly will promote inclus-

iveness, diversity and gender equality, and no 

form of discrimination or harassment will be 

tolerated. The Assembly will encourage 

meaningful roles in all activities for younger 

scientists, who are the future of international 

space research. We will follow the guidance of 

the COSPAR Strategic Action Plan of 2019 to 

2023 and hold an Assembly that is attractive to 

all scientists: to mid-career scientists, who will 

benefit from the networking activities, the 

opportunities for recognition of their research 

and for leadership in Scientific Commissions 

and Panels. To younger scientists, who will 

have opportunities to take full advantage of 

what a COSPAR Assembly can offer, making 

connections and building bonds through new 

opportunities for engagement and networking 

with scientists from around the world, and 

becoming a recognized member of the 

international community of space scientists.  

So, come and join the international community 

of space scientists at COSPAR-2022, 16-24 

July 2022, Athens, Greece. Be sure to monitor 

the following websites for information on the 

final scientific program, the deadlines for 

abstract submission, for registration, for social 

activities, for hotel information, etc: 

www.cospar-assembly.org (submission of 

abstracts, scientific program) 

www.cosparathens2022.org (registration, 

accommodation, social activities, etc.) 

Message from the Local Organ-

izing and Program Committee 

Chairs 

Manolis K. Georgoulis and Stamatios M. 

Krimigis  

The National Committee for Space Research 

with the sponsorship of the Hellenic Space 

Center and its supervising body, the Hellenic 

Ministry of Digital Governance, as well as the 
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City of Athens, are delighted to invite you to 

participate in the 44th COSPAR Scientific 

Assembly in Athens, Greece, on 16ï24 July 

2022. We are proud and distinctly honoured to 

host this iconic gathering on behalf of COSPAR 

and are counting on your physical participation 

in the first COSPAR Scientific Assembly of the 

post-Covid era.  

COSPAR is synonymous with the dawn, 

establishment and unprecedented growth of the 

space age, born just after the launch of Sputnik-

1. Free of political impediments, COSPAR 

steadily promotes and showcases its 

unwavering support to the peaceful scientific 

exploration of space, demonstrating to the 

world the benefits that can be realized in this 

new era of humanity. Via its eight Comm-

issions and 12 Panels spanning from Earth 

Observation to Cosmology and from Education 

to Space Weather and Interstellar Exploration, 

it exploits the brightest global talent in space 

research, technology and communication in the 

best interests of human progress. In all respects, 

COSPAR has a privileged role to play in the 

growth of scientific knowledge and the global 

stability of the future.  

The 44th COSPAR Scientific Assembly of 

Athens is the first COSPAR Assembly after the 

unfolding of the Covid-19 pandemic that 

endeavours to return to the traditional format of 

in-person participation. It does include a conv-

enient virtual component to allow members of 

the community who are unable to travel to have 

access to the deliberations, but ultimately it 

relies on the cutting-edge science of global 

vaccination to promote another cutting-edge in 

science, that of space exploration, via personal 

interaction and debate.  

We find it highly symbolic that this is 

happening in Greece, the cradle of 

phenomenology, hypothesis, analysis, and 

theory, all relying on a solid foundation of the 

uncompromising scientific method.  

The COSPAR community has clearly embraced 

the undertaking by proposing more than 140 

scientific sessions, pushing the use of the 

available time to its limits: the time scheduled 

for science has been subscribed by more than 

99%. This has been assisted by the efforts of 21 

Local Organizing Committee scientists of 

Greek descent from within the country and in 

the diaspora who have stimulated and spurred 

global interest in the Athensô Assembly.  

We trust that Athens, a timeless cosmopolitan 

metropolis of 35 centuries that also hosted the 

Olympic Games of 2004, and the state-of-the-

art main meeting venue, the Megaron Athens 

International Conference Center, will satisfy the 

most demanding meeting attendees and their 

accompanying guests. Perhaps most 

importantly, the timing of the meeting, in the 

heart of the mesmerizing, virtually endless 

Greek summer is all but guaranteed to allow 

some memorable quality time in the city, the 

surrounding Attica peninsula, and on nearby 

Greek islands.  

We look forward to welcoming each and every 

one of you to this world-class scientific 

gathering and forum. At the same time, we hope 

you will take time to savour all the joys this 

thrilling corner of the Mediterranean can offer 

in summertime, while delving into the curiosity, 

fascination, and transformative science that 

COSPAR Scientific Assemblies are invariably 

known to offer to all their delegates. 

   

Manolis K. Georgoulis  Stamatios M. Krimigis 

Local Organizing   Science Program 

Committee Chair  Committee Chair 

ChairCOSPAR 2022  COSPAR 2022 
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Message from the Ministry of Digital Governance 

 

Kiriakos Pierrakakis  

Minister of Digital Governance 
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Welcome Message from the Mayor 

of Athens   

Many of you already know about the great 

pleasures of Athens. We have an exceptional 

climate, world-famous monuments, and food 

traditions gathered from all over Greece. 

Recently our visitors have discovered that 

Athens has much more to offer. We have shown 

ourselves to be undeniably creative and 

dynamic, with diverse and vibrant neighbour-

hoods, the confidence to combine fine art with 

street food, and a commitment to sustainable 

tourism. We are an ancient city that looks 

toward the future. Some might say that 

transformative thinking is in our cultural DNA. 

That's why I am proud to invite you to Athens 

to share, inspire, and build the future. The City 

of Athens is committed to the success of 

COSPAR 2022, and I am confident that it will 

be a memorable experience for all of your 

delegates. 

Kostas Bakoyannis  

Mayor of Athens 

Members of the Local Organising 

Committee (LOC) 

¶ Manolis K. Georgoulis, Chair, 

Academy of Athens, Greece  

¶ Nick Sergis, Vice Chair, Hellenic 

Space Center, Greece  

¶ Vasilis Angelopoulos, University of 

California Los Angeles, USA  

¶ Alceste Bonanos, National 

Observatory of Athens, Greece 

¶ George Contopoulos, Academician,  

Academy of Athens, Greece 

¶ Athena Coustenis, CNRS/LESIA, 

Observatory of Paris-Meudon, France  

¶ Ioannins A. Daglis, University of 

Athens & Hellenic Space Center, 

Greece  

¶ Manos Kitsonas, Eugenides 

Foundation, Greece 

¶ Haris Kontoes, National Observatory 

of Athens and BEYOND Center of 

Excellence, Greece  

¶ Chryssoula Kourtidou-Papadeli, 

University of Thessaloniki & 

Aeromedical Center, Greece  

¶ Chryssa Kouveliotou, George 

Washington University, USA  

¶ Stamatios M. Krimigis, Academician, 

Academy of Athens, Greece  

¶ Nick Kylafis, University of Crete, 

Greece  

¶ Paul Michelis, Institute of Mechanics 

of Materials and Geostructures S.A., 

Greece  

¶ Manolis Plionis, University of 

Thessaloniki & National Observatory 

of Athens, Greece  

¶ Emmanuel T. Sarris, Democritus 

University of Thrace, Greece  

¶ Dionysis P. Simopoulos, Eugenides 

Foundation, Greece  

¶ Kanaris Tsinganos, University of 

Athens, Greece  

¶ Loukas Vlahos, University of 

Thessaloniki, Greece  

¶ Angelos Vourlidas, The Johns 

Hopkins University Applied Physics 

Laboratory, USA  

¶ Christos S. Zerefos, Academician, 

Academy of Athens, Greece  

LOC/Assembly On-site Secretariat and 

Professional Congress Organizer:  

AFEA Travel and Congress Services, 39 ï 41 

Likavittou Street, 106 72 Athens, Greece  

Tel:+30 210 3668800, e-mail: info@afea.gr  

COSPAR Athens 2022 information e-mail: 

info@cosparathens2022.org
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Venue and Dates 

The COSPAR Athens 2022 Local Organizing Committee cordially invites you to attend the  

44th COSPAR Scientific Assembly and Associated Events  

that will take place from 16 ï 24 July, 2022  

at the Megaron Athens International Conference Center (MAICC). 

The Main Venue 

Megaron, Athens International Conference Centre  

www.maicc.gr/en/    

Vassilissis Sofias & Kokkali, 115 21 Athens, Greece  

Closest Metro Station: Megaro Moussikis 

 

The Megaron Athens International Conference 

Centre is one of the finest and most 

technologically advanced conference venues in 

Europe. Situated in the city centre, yet 

surrounded by its own extensive landscaped 

gardens, Megaron offers a stunning 

environment, exceptional aesthetics, cutting 

edge technology and unrivalled client service.  

Megaron Athens International Conference 

Centre is a landmark in Athens and is situated 

in the center of a vibrant, modern city that was 

transformed to host the 2004 Olympic Games. 

The Centre is on a direct metro line to the award 

winning Eleftherios Venizelos International 

Airport, making it extremely accessible for 

international delegates travelling to and from 

global destinations. Megaron is also very close 

to major hotels, many of which are within 

walking distance. And if that werenôt enough, 

major museums, shops and fine dining are all 

just minutes away. 
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The Assembly will take place primarily at the 

MAICC and, secondarily, at the Divani Caravel 

Hotel, that will also serve as the COSPAR 

Athens 2022 Headquarters Hotel. 

The Headquarters Hotel-Divani Caravel 

https://divanicaravelhotel.com  

Vassileos Alexandrou 2, Athens 161 21, 

Greece 

Closest Metro Station: Evangelismos 

 

 

 

 

https://divanicaravelhotel.com/
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The two meeting venues are located about 1 km 

(0.63 mi.) from each other, or about 11 minutes 

walk. This granted, there will be a shuttle 

service rotating between the two venues for the 

duration of the scientific part of the meeting 

(SundayïSaturday, 17ï23 July) every 20-30 

minutes.  

The two meeting venues are located directly on 

the grid of the Athensô metropolitan mass transit 

system (see below), connecting to the Athensô 

International Airport via a single metro line 

(blue line, or line 3). The MAICC entrance is 

just outside the blue lineôs ôMegaro Mousikisô 

station, at approx. 37 minutes from the Airport. 

The metro line 3 runs every 30 minutes from the 

airport and the trip to the city centre takes 

approximately 40 minutes. The one-way metro 

rate to and from the Athens International 

Airport is 10 ú. 

Riding the metro line 3 from the MAICC, one 

may explore the entire historic center of Athens 

literally within minutes. Alternatively, one may 

head for the Athenian Riviera in at least three 

different ways: (i) reach óSyntagmaô station 

from MAICC on line 3 and then switch to line 

2 (red line) toward óEllinikoô station (the 

coastline is approx. 1 km from this point), (ii) 

reach Syntagma and ride tram (i.e., cable car) 

line T5, to get directly on the coastline, or (iii) 

reach óMonastirakiô station from MAICC on 

line 3 and then switch to line 1 (green line) on 

the subway to the Piraeus town and harbour. 
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Preliminary Assembly ScheduleðOverview










































































































































































